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If we now introduce the quotient ^I = T;(^) as a new variable,
its most general value is awi + P^ ___ uy + P and contains there-
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fore three arbitrary constants.    Hence 77 satisfies a differential equation of the third order which is readily found to be
i-A2
in which the left-hand member has the property of not being changed by a linear substitution, and is therefore called a differential invariant. Cayley has named this function the Schwar-zian derivative; it has formed the starting-point for Sylvester's investigations on reciprocants. In the right-hand member,
As to the conformal representation (Fig. 6), it can be shown that the upper half of the #-plane, with the points a, b, c on
Fig. 6.
the real axis and X, ^, v assumed as real, is transformed for each branch of the ^-function into a triangular area abc bounded byctions can be defined as the integrals of the following linear differential equation of the second order:
